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Evaluating Motivation and Interest in Choosing Career or Higher
Education Study among Radiology Students in Tabriz University of Medical
Sciences
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Gbstract: This study was performed on the evaluating motivation and interest of radioloQ

students towards choosing career or continuing higher education study. The study was a cross-
sectional study using sampling method for data collection. The participants were 129 discrete
and continuous undergraduate students in radiology field during second semester of academic
year 2011-2012 and first semester of academic year 2012-2013. A questionnaire containing 18
questions was used to collect data and also was analysed by using SPSS software and
descriptive statistical tests. Significant relationship was observed between the time spent for
training by students, teachers approach to students and the students’ interest degree to the field
after entering to university (p=0.007). Majority of radiology students (61.5percent) were
interested in starting a career rather than continuing the study. About 68percent of these students
were interested in working in magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) center because of lack of
exposure to ionizing radiation. Among the branches of radiology Master's degree, MRI was the
highest degree of interest and the lowest percentage was related to medical engineering.
Regarding to the job situation of radiology, most of the students showed their interest in
stabilizing their career situation at first and then continuing their study. Finally, the first priority
of students regarding both employment and continuing the study was usually MRI because they
believed in not receiving ionizing radiation and they could have access to better career positions.

Keywords: Interest, Motivation, Continuing study, Future career, Radiology.
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